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Sxip Shirey is a New York-based experimental composer and storyteller. He explores how our culture exists in a state of “magic realism” that can be viewed as a form of “science realism.” Flip on a light switch, and the light comes on. No one thinks twice. Ask the average person how a switch works, and he cannot tell you. It is the black box of science and technology that we accept as the internal mechanism of much of our world. The average person does not understand or think much about the cause and effect relationship that makes the things around them happen. Shirey’s work takes advantage of this and presents “true facts” alongside amazing objects, fantastic sounds from common musical instruments and obviously mythic information.  What is “true” in reality becomes unimportant. What becomes important is the “truth” of the subconscious story that words, sounds and “facts” only hint at. This is the power of story.

THEATRICAL WORK

2005
The Minneapolis Children's Theater/New Dramatists. “Marsupial Girl.” 
Commissioned work written by Lisa D'Amour, Minneapolis and New York. In development.

2004
“Lay me down Justin Timberlake.” 
Directed by Katie Pearl. Performed at The Ohio Southern Theater, New York, NY.

“Limo.” 
Directed by Lisa D'Amour. Commissioned by The Whitney Museum of Art. 
Performed at The Whitney Museum of Art at Altria, New York, NY.

Movable Tea Party. “Savage Nursery.” 
Puppet theater work written and directed by Erin Orr. Funded by a grant by the Jim Henson Foundation. 
Toured Eastern US. Select performances: HERE Arts Center, New York, NY; Massachusetts Museum of Contemporary Art, MA; Hopkins Center for the Arts, NH.

The Daredevil Opera Company. “Rocket Johnny and Roxanne Roll's Stunt Show.” 
Performed at The Sydney Opera House and The Adelaide Festival, Australia.

2003
The Minneapolis Children's Theater/New Dramatists. “The Midnight Tea.” 
Workshop for commissioned work written by Glen Berger.

“Punch and Judy.” Workshop with writer/director Daniel Kramer in London, England.

Playwriting workshops with director Katie Pearl for Navajo Children at Shonto School on the Navajo Indian Reservation, AZ.

2002
The Daredevil Devil Opera Company. “The Clumsy Ballerina.”
Commissioned work (story and music) for Three Legged Race. 
Performed at The Southern Theater, Minneapolis, MN.

Dark Passage. “The Walled in Woman.”
Commissioned to compose choral work for Balkan choir based on the Albanian folk tale. 
Performed in an old steam train tunnel in Brooklyn that was recently discovered.

2001
The Daredevil Devil Opera Company. “Drakonsbreath.” 
Performed at The Kennedy Center, Washington, DC.

Anti-Gravity. “Crash Test Dummies.” 
Performed at The New Victory Theater, New York, NY.
